Transforming Fire:
A New Pentecost to form Spirit‐Filled Evangelizers
A Summary of the Pastoral Letter on Evangelization for the Diocese of Marquette
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
On the day I was ordained and installed as the thirteenth Bishop of the Diocese of Marquette, I shared with you
my pastoral plan for the diocese when I asked you to be a friend of Jesus, make a friend, and introduce your
friend to Jesus. This three‐fold approach succinctly summarizes how we evangelize. To evangelize means
helping people encounter Jesus by sharing the Gospel message so that they make a personal decision to follow
Jesus in faith.
In the pastoral letter, I offer a more detailed vision of our pastoral plan. In this summary, I highlight some of the
main points, and I encourage you to read the letter in its entirety, which can be found on the diocesan website:
http://www.dioceseofmarquette.org/bishop/pastoralmessages
The focus of the pastoral plan is for us to allow the Holy Spirit to form each and every one of us into a Spirit‐
filled evangelizer, like our first bishop, the Venerable Frederic Baraga. Spirit‐filled evangelizers are Christians
who are transformed by the love of the Holy Spirit and follow the Spirit’s lead to share Jesus with others.
1) The first step to be formed into a Spirit‐filled evangelizer is for us to encounter Jesus and make a personal
decision to follow him in faith. We are to be a friend of Jesus, deepen our relationship with him, strengthen
our prayer life and open our hearts to the Holy Spirit. Therefore, I encourage all Catholics in the Diocese of
Marquette to do the following:







Renew regularly their commitment to follow Jesus.
Spend at least 15 minutes in personal prayer each day.
Renew their commitment to participate in Mass each weekend and go to confession at least twice a
year, preferably more often such as monthly.
Participate in formation opportunities available in their parishes and throughout the diocese to deepen
their prayer.
Offer a voluntary penance for a new Pentecost, an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Diocese of
Marquette.
Pray daily the following prayer for the formation of Spirit‐filled evangelizers.
Prayer for the Formation of Spirit‐Filled Evangelizers
O Holy Spirit come into my life and my heart. By the fire of your love, transform me and all
Catholics throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula into Spirit‐filled evangelizers. I pray that more
and more people may come to know the love of Jesus Christ and make a personal decision to
follow him. I pray for all the people that I know who are not practicing any faith. Touch their
hearts with your love, O Holy Spirit. Work through me so that they may have a personal
encounter with Jesus Christ and follow him in faith. To you, O Holy Spirit, and to the Father and
to the Son, be glory and honor for ever and ever, Amen.

2) The second step to be formed into a Spirit‐filled evangelizer is to “make a friend” and form a community of
love and welcoming parishes. To share Jesus, we must have a relationship of love and trust with others.
Spirit‐filled evangelizers are so filled with the love of God that they long to share that love with other people
in the broader community and in their parish. Welcoming parishes are formed when the priest and the
people desire to share the love of Jesus with everyone who walks through the doors of the church or has
contact with the parish in any way. The key to sharing God’s love with others is to open our hearts to God

